
Agenda
Board of Supervisors
Isle of Wight County
December 14, 2023

1. Call to Order (3:00 P.M.)

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Invocation

4. County Administrator's Report

A. Route 17 Arterial Plan

Discussion of VDOT Alternatives for the Route 17 Arterial
Plan

B. Landscape Plan

Discussion of a Proposed Landscape Plan for the Courthouse
Complex

C. CIP Committee Recommendations

Discussion of CIP Committee Recommendations re:
Emergency Apparatus

D. Stormwater Fee - Solar Projects

Discussion of Application of the Stormwater Fee to Solar
Projects

5. Adjournment



ISSUE:

 Discussion of VDOT Alternatives for the Route 17 Arterial Plan

BACKGROUND:

 

Staff from VDOT have requested that the Board of Supervisors review and
consider its preferences relative to the proposed Arterial Plan for Route 17.
 
The Board may wish to review and discuss this matter in more detail based on
information provided by VDOT.

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

 None.

RECOMMENDATION:

 For the Board's information.



ISSUE:

 Discussion of a Proposed Landscape Plan for the Courthouse Complex

BACKGROUND:

 

The landscaping in front of the Community Development building is in need of
attention.  Staff has drafted and will present a plan to replace the shrubs and
benches to improve the aesthetics and safety of the walk way leading to the
building.

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

 TBD

RECOMMENDATION:

 For the Board's discussion and direction.



ISSUE:

 Discussion of CIP Committee Recommendations re: Emergency Apparatus

BACKGROUND:

 

The Board has previously received information from the Fire & Rescue Advisory
Board relative to the replacement schedule for apparatus included in the County's
Capital Improvements Program.  Subsequently, the CIP Committee met with
representatives from the Fire & Rescue Advisory Board and further discussed the
information.  The Board may wish to further discuss the recommendations relative
to capital acquisitions.

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

 None.

RECOMMENDATION:

 Per the Board's discussion.

ATTACHMENTS:

Description Type Upload
Date

Summary of CIP Committee Backup Material 7/6/2023



Summary of CIP Committee – Emergency Apparatus 

 

 

Fire and Rescue Advisory Board recommended: 

1. Funding requests will be based on Fire and Rescue Advisory Board CIP. 

2. Apparatus usage schedule will be 25 years for fire apparatus and 15 years for 

ambulances. 

3. Usage schedule will also be based on mileage: Engines/Rescues – 70,000 miles; 

Ladders/Tankers/Brush trucks – 35,000 miles; Ambulances – 150,000 miles. 

4. Alterations to CIP budget will be made by Advisory Board with a majority vote without 

exception. 

 

County CIP Committee recommended: 

 Committed to funding vehicle replacements through FY 25 as originally proposed in 

bond issues. 

 Agree with recommendation for max service life of 25 years on fire trucks beginning in 

FY 26. 

 Agree with recommendation for maximum of 150,000 miles on ambulances beginning in 

FY 26. 



ISSUE:

 Discussion of Application of the Stormwater Fee to Solar Projects

BACKGROUND:

 

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality has determined that solar
panels are, for purposes of stormwater, impervious.
 
In this regard, the County's Stormwater Advisory Committee (SAC) recommends
solar panel surface areas be billed at the current stormwater utility billing rate as
all other developed commercial properties within the County for the following
reasons:

The DEQ defined solar panel surface areas as impervious based on the
attached memorandum dated March 29, 2022
The ordinance requires impervious areas on developed properties to be billed
for stormwater management per the attached excerpt from the County’s
stormwater management ordinance.

by the use of the word shall
by virtue of the property being developed
as it’s not subject to any exceptions

The County bills other entities, such as churches, per their impervious area
A subsequent memorandum was released on April 14, 2022 that softened the
definition for design purposes to a future date in 2025 when they will be
considered impervious

It did not change the definition and both memos are silent on
stormwater utility billing

 
Staff will provide additional information regarding the potential opportunities and
challenges relative to the SAC recommendation.

BUDGETARY IMPACT:

 TBD

RECOMMENDATION:

 For the Board's information.

ATTACHMENTS:
Upload



Description Type Date
SAC Recommendation Backup Material 12/8/2023
DEQ Solar Memo - March 2022 Backup Material 12/8/2023
DEQ Solar Memo - April 2022 Backup Material 12/8/2023



TO: Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors 

FROM:  Isle of Wight County Stormwater Advisory Committee (SAC) 

RE:  Stormwater Utility Fee billing for Solar Farm developments 

DATE:  November 26, 2023  

This memorandum is provided as a result of an SAC discussion at the September Regular meeting.  The 

Committee has discussed alternatives to the County’s approach on Solar Farm development projects as 

related to stormwater utility billing.   

The County Stormwater Division, to date, has billed solar farm facilities based on the impervious area 

needed for access roads, parking areas, buildings, etc..  The solar panel surface area itself has been 

included as pervious cover.  This categorization was allowed in concept since the surface beneath the 

panel can be pervious and the overland flow can travel unobstructed beneath the panel. 

On March 29, 2022 DEQ issued the attached Memorandum that changed the stormwater design 

parameters used for defining the panel cover itself to be considered impervious.  This definition change, 

coupled with the mandatory Stormwater Ordinance requirement to bill the Owner of all developed 

properties based on impervious cover, prompted the Stormwater Division to consider whether all 

(existing and future) solar farm projects should be subject to increased Stormwater Utility Fee billing to 

include the effective impervious solar panel surface area itself.   

On April 14, 2022 the DEQ issued a subsequent attached memo that softened DEQ’s position for design 

purposes to allow an extension of the effective date where panels must be considered as impervious. 

The County attorney provided the attached legal opinion on March 9, 2023 regarding the potential to 

bill the panel areas as impervious.   

Last, the County Stormwater ordinance, excerpt attached, outlines the criteria for billing and requires 

the County to bill all developed properties based on their impervious cover. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The SAC recommends solar panel surface areas be billed at the current stormwater utility billing rate as 

all other developed commercial properties within the County for the following reasons: 

- The DEQ defined solar panel surface areas as impervious based on the attached memorandum 

dated March 29, 2022 

- The ordinance requires impervious areas on developed properties to be billed for stormwater 

management per the attached excerpt from the County’s stormwater management ordinance. 

o by the use of the word shall 

o by virtue of the property being developed 

o as it’s not subject to any exceptions 

- The County bills other entities, such as churches, per their impervious area  

- A subsequent memorandum was released on April 14, 2022 that softened the definition for 

design purposes to a future date in 2025 when they will be considered impervious 

o It did not change the definition and both memos are silent on stormwater utility billing 
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